
A special THANK YOU 
to the following persons 
who donated items for the 
club raffle: Peter Albert, 
Col. Joe Fox, Keith Ja-
cobs, Jake Jakus, John 
Jorgenson, Peter Martin, 
Clarence De Yong and 
John Fleming.  

Free coffee, juice and 
donuts. Bring some knives 
to buy, sell or just show off. 
Come and enjoy an evening 
of knives and the fellow-
ship. See you there. 

The next meeting of the 
Badger Knife Club (BKC) will 
be Sunday, October 25, at 7:00 
p.m. at the Three Harbors 
Council, Boy Scouts of Ameri-
ca, 330 S. 84 Street, Milwaukee, 
WI, lower level PieperPower 
Learning Center.  

Note: The Reconstruction 
of the I-94/U.S. 45 corridor 
continues to be a factor in ac-
cessing the meeting area—use 
caution. The road in front of 
the BSA Center is now open.  

The Feature Program 
will have a Life Club Mem-
ber giving us the historical 
background of how the 
Bowie style knives influ-
enced WWI, WW2 and 
Korean era knives. 

The Progressive At-
tendance prize is up to $5. 
George Petruzzello won 
$15 at the last meeting. The 
Regular Attendance prize 
of $5 was won by Gene 
Ikeler. 
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Email address? 
Do we have your current email address? If you received 

this in the regular U.S. Postal Service, then you need to send 
me an email so I can add you to our distribution list. This will 
save postage and paper 

2015 Badger Club Knives  
The 2015 Badger Club Knives have arrived and were dis-

tributed. There are a few extra knives available if you forgot 
to  order the 2015 knife, a beautiful 3-blade, stag handle, re-
verse gunstock-stockman pattern made by Queen Cutlery. 
You might want an extra one to carry and use. Call Bob 
Schrap at 414-771-6472 to make arrangements to purchase 
one. Price is $114.00. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lost and Found 
Someone left a knife roll with several older knives inside it at 
the 2015 Badger Knife Show. Call Bob Schrap at 414-771-
6472 to claim the knife roll and knives—if you can describe it 
to me. Or do you know someone who lost it? 

Forged In Fire 
There is an excellent article concerning the Forged in Fire 

T.V. series in the December 20-15 issue of Blade magazine. 
You can find more information at blademag.com. 

In Memory 
Wayne Robbins, Life Member 

Wayne recently passed away after a prolonged illness.  

Wayne and his wife Pam had the Robbins Custom 
Knife Cases and have been a vendor at the Badger Knife 
Shows for more than twenty years. 

Our sympathies to Pam and their children. Wayne, we 
will miss you. 
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Back in February, I received a phone 
call from a casting company looking for 
participants for a new TV competition 
show called “Forged In Fire” 

After a brief description of the prem-
ises of the show, I responded with a 
“maybe, I’d have to see some kind of an 
outline of the rules and particulars” and 
left it go at that. About a week later, I 
was up north fishing and I get another 
call, the gal on the other end said she 
had what I requested and I can get a 
copy via email. So I went to the local 
library and asked if I could print off a 
copy, the librarian said sure and with 
that I proceeded to hit the print button. 

Well, 64 pages later I was all set for 
the evening’s reading material, only 
catch is the library gets ten cents a copy. 
I pay the woman and grumble my way 
out, now I’m going to sit down and read 
this phone book of rules and regulations 
with distain and condemnation. After 
about an hour of reading, I have deter-
mined that this contract of rules and 
warnings is the same thing you’d sign if 
you were going to sell your soul to Satan 
himself, chucked full of “your held re-
sponsible and we have no obligations”. 
It was quickly dismissed. 

A few days later I send an email tell-
ing the casting company I am not inter-
ested due to contractual unfairness and 
legal non-responsibility on the part of 
the production company. The phone 
rings, it’s the legal department from the 
production company wanting to “sort 
out” any rough areas to get me on 
board. Long story short, I signed up. 

Anyway, several interviews and mul-
tiple pictures of my work, shop and mug 
shot, I’m slated to compete. They give 
me a tentative date and I wait, the date 
comes and goes and I wait some more. I 
get an email from the producer that I’m 
supposed to be on a plane the next day 
…… WOW! You’re kidding right?  

I board the plane and next thing I 
know I am in New York, tools in hand 

ready to enter the coliseum of competi-
tion. 

Filming for any TV program is un-
like anything I have ever imagined, peo-
ple everywhere, bright lights, cords lay-
ing about, and all kinds of tasks being 
taken care of at a feverish pace! I get to 
see first hand, the glitz and glamour of 
national TV, incredible!  

First day of filming, we (me and the 
3 other blade smiths) get picked up 
from the hotel and are whisked off to a 
back room near the set to get makeup 
and a tiny microphone pinned to my 
shirt. Then its off to the actual set, imag-
ine an entire work shop created just for 
making knives, forges, power hammer, 
presses, grinders, everything you could 
want right there in a warehouse in 
downtown Brooklyn NY, knife making 
nirvana! 

Well, half of the first day was a 
bunch of interviews, followed by more 
interviews and wait for it…..more inter-
views. Finally they tell us its time to 
forge and I am as nervous as a June 
bride but ready to do my job. 

The clock starts and I am off like a 
shot, truthfully, at 55 years old, its more 
of a controlled fast pace walk, but I 
know what to do and I curb my anxiety 
and get down to business.  

What you don’t see on camera is the 
time of day, I have been there since 8:30 
AM and by the time I get back to the 
hotel, its 9:30 at night, a long day but 
productive. Next morning, 8 AM and 
we are off to the set, makeup, micro-
phone and more interviews. After wait-
ing several hours, we are called back into 
the set and the competition resumes. 3 
hours later, the challenge has been met 
and I feel pretty good. More interviews 
follow and finally we are sent back to 
the hotel……its 10:30 at night! It’s been 
a very long day. 

Next morning at 9 AM we are back 
on set, makeup, microphone, and there 
isn’t enough coffee in New York for this 

guy. But we soldier on, more interviews, 
waiting and finally get back in front of 
the camera. The last challenge is trium-
phantly addressed and I am victorious, 
it’s down to myself and another blade 
smith. We are tasked with making a 16th 
century Rapier sword in our own shops 
back at home, awesome! 

I arrive home on a Thursday after-
noon and I have just been notified that 
the film crew will be at my house the 
next day at 3 PM.  I have no words to 
describe the feeling, its straight up  
PANIC time. 

They arrive and give me 45 working 
hours to create something I have never 
made before in my life, so the first day I 
have 5 hours and 10 hours a day for the 
next 4 days to complete something that 
I guess would normally take me 4 weeks. 
The rules state I cannot work on the 
project anytime the crew is not there, 
but I can tell you this much, I don’t 
work 10 hours a day so that’s not a 
problem for this guy. 

I complete the sword in the time 
allotted and they ship it back to New 
York. The 45 hour time factor was so 
close, I didn’t have time to test the 
sword before shipping and I swear the 
glue wasn’t totally cured when I loaded 
it into a box and closed the lid! 

After 3 days I get an email telling me 
I need to be on a plane, well at least they 
gave me a 2 day heads up this time. So 
back to New York I go for the final test-
ing, the first day there, we had no film-
ing so that was a piece of cake. Second 
day we are picked up at 8:30 AM and it’s 
off to makeup and sound for the usual 
dusting of powder and wiring (I sound 
like pro now). And wait for it, more in-
terviews…. but we get thru that and 
finally get back in front of the camera. 

Swinging and swatting and stabbing 
with an untested weapon is stressful 
enough, having somebody else do it to 
your creation on national TV is enough 
to send me to the floor in a quivering 

Forged In Fire - The Inside Scoop 
by Peter Martin 

Continued on Page 4 
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Please support the generosity of our makers and dealers that donate knives and other items to the Club’s silent auction and Club 
meeting raffles. We are placing their business card ads at no cost. Thanks everyone. The Club truly appreciates your support.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

Badger Knife Club 

P.O. Box 511 

Elm Grove, WI 53122 

2015/16 BKC Meeting Dates 

2015: October 25 

2016: January 31, April 24, July 31 

and October 30 

Annual Badger Knife Show 

April 1, 2 & 3, 2016 

See you at the meeting! 
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pile of Jell-O. Well the sword passed 
with flying colors, now all I have to do 
is get thru a couple more interviews.  

After filming is complete, it’s now    
9 PM and they shuttle us back to the 
hotel. A little dinner and some sleep, the 
next day they ship me home. Which I 
am quick to point out is a welcome sight 
for this wide eyed Wisconsin boy, but I 
had the time of my life and I can cross 
off another item on my bucket list.  

Club Dues 
Check the mailing label for your 

renewal date. If you received a dues 
statement with this newsletter, please 
send in your dues right away. You can 
pay 1, 2 or 3 years at a time at $5 per 
year. You can mail in your dues or pay 
at the next meeting. Check made out to 
Badger Knife Club. Your continued in-
terest and support is truly appreciated. 

Badger Club Knives 
In addition to the 2015 Badger Club 

Knife, we now have Club Knives availa-

ble going back to 2002 thru 2014. These 
knives were repurchased from the wid-
ow of a deceased former member. The 
Badger Knife Club will repurchase the 
Badger Club Knives if they are mint, 
new condition providing the Club has 
funds available at the time. 


